Old fibrin coagula and their ossification in simple bone cysts.
Old calcified fibrin coagula are frequently found in simple bone cysts. They provide a scaffold on which new bone is laid down, in a process analogous to endochondral ossification. It is suggested that these coagula are derived in substantial part from the plasma-like contents of the cyst, after the release of plasma-clotting factors as the result of injury. Major haemorrhage is not involved and in many cases there is no antecedent fracture. The phenomenon is not seen in other common cystic conditions of bone and its recognition is thus helpful in the histological diagnosis of simple bone cyst. Cystic bone infarcts and their possible confusion with simple bone cysts are also briefly discussed.